


Fashionably late

Short break .

Berlin The city's best bars are hard to find and even harder to leave. William Cook shows the way to
his 10 favourites, from high-rise hangouts to low-key lounges. Photographs by Wolfgang Stahr

Saturday night fever: drinking at Weekend, above
and top, a tower-top club and bar in Alexanderplatz

OW LATE 1
I ask the woman behind the bar
as she pours another perfect

s THIS place stay open?’

Pilsner. ‘Until the last person leaves,

she says, flicking off the tap. Welcome to
Europe’s most restless city, where the bars
never seem to shut, and people seem

to drink all night without getting tipsy.

Bombed, divided. rebuilt and reunited,
Berlin is an exhausting, exhilarating
place. Extraordinary buildings are rising
up out of the ruins, but it will be a
construction site for half a lifetime yet.

As their hometown mutates into a strange
new metropolis, Berliners seek refuge in
the city’s frenetic bars.

A Berlin bar is quite unlike a British
pub, or even a Bavarian bierkeller for that
matter. The men are rarely raucous and
women can drink alone. In a city with
such a catastrophic past, a normal Friday
night is a cause for celebration, and
Saturday night starts at noon and lasts
until Sunday lunchtime. Since the Wall

came down, Berlin's nightlife has

fragmented into a kaleidoscope of diverse

lifestyles — and in this ugly, seductive

city, there’s a bar to suit every taste.

But where to find them? For first-

time visitors Berlin can be perplexing, a

maze of anonymous dead-ends. With the
art by vast boulevards and
renerations of town planners,

its best bars have retreated into the side

streets, behind bland facades. Of course,

you’ll track them down eventually — but if

you're only here for a few days. you

won’t have much time to look. So, to get

you started, here are our top 10.

EAST
WEEKEND
sed to be Berlin's central
me a battlefield.
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Short break

Once you're inside, a glass lift whisks you
up 15 floors to a slick and comfortable lounge
with spectacular views across the city

buy Cuban cigars here, and
carnivorous Teutonic cuisine -
liver sausage or blood pudding,
anyone? For customers with
lighter appetites, the goulash
soup is delicious, and the
crisp clean local Pils (Berliner
Schultheiss) is sublime.
Grolmanstrasse 47 (00 49

30 881 5329; www.diener-
tattersall). Daily from 6pm
Close to The Helmut Newton
Foundation on Jeben Strasse (00
49 30 3186 4825; www.helmut
newton.com), a grandiose
gallery devoted to the late,
great fashion photographer,
who was born in Berlin, a
German Jew, and left just
before World War II.

FELSENKELLER

Buzzing with animated
conversation rather than the
drone of piped muzak, this
homely wood-panelled
bierstube (pub) has survived
virtually unaltered since it
opened in 1920. With just
five proprietors since then,
it's never been extensively
renovated, and drinking here
you could almost be back

in the dying days of the
Weimar Republic, gossiping
with Christopher Isherwood,
or flirting with Sally Bowles.
Akazien Strasse 2 (00 49 30
781 3447). Daily from 4pm

Close to Schéneberg Rathaus
on John F Kennedy Platz,
where JFK made his famous
‘Ich bin ein Berliner' speech in
1963. The clock tower is open
to the public, providing visitors
with (free) panoramic views.

DELI 31 AT BLEIBTREU

Most hotel bars tend to be pretty
stale and sterile, but Bleibtreu's
actually feels like part of the
neighbourhood, rather than part
of the hotel lobby. Chairs and
tables spill out on to the leafy
street outside, and it's flanked
by a florist and a delicatessen.
Perks at Berlin's first boutique
hotel include a free mini-bar.

If you've overdone it the night
before, the fruity smoothies are
a perfect hangover cure.
Bleibtreu Strasse 31 (00 49

30 884 74101; www.bleibtreu.
com). Daily from 6.30am

Close to The Continent's biggest
department store, KaDeWe

and the shattered spire of the
Kaiser Wilhelm Memorial
Church, preserved as an anti-
war memorial. (1)

GETTING THERE Lufthansa
(0871 945 9747; www.lufthansa.
com) has just started flying
from London City to Berlin
Tegel twice daily (three times
daily from the end of March)
from £80 return






